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SUMMARY OF LEGAL AUTHORITIES FOR PHARMACISTS TO
ADMINISTER COVID-19 VACCINE

There are 4 provisions that exist under state and federal law for pharmacists to administer vaccine to
those over 18 years of age. For those that are under 18 years of age, there are 3 provisions. See specific
information below:

1. Board of Nursing-approved protocol for those 18 years or older

54.1-3408 (I) of the Code of Virginia authorizes pharmacists to administer vaccines to
adults pursuant to a Board of Nursing-approved protocol

2. HHS Declaration under the Public Readiness and Emergency Preparedness (PREP) Act issued
September 3, 2020 authorizes licensed pharmacists to order and administer, and registered
qualified pharmacy interns and pharmacy technicians acting under the supervision of the qualified
pharmacist to administer, to persons ages three or older

The PREP Act preemption provision includes requirements such as additional training,
CPR certification, recordkeeping and documentation, and reporting. More information
may be found in a Virginia Board of Pharmacy document revised 11/25/2020.
Pharmacists must also follow Virginia Department of Medical Assistance Services (DMAS)
provider enrollment requirements.

3. Standing Order issued by Health Commissioner on May 12, 2021

54.1-3408 (P) of the Code of Virginia authorizes pharmacists to administer vaccines as
authorized by the State Health Commissioner during a public health emergency pursuant
t0 §32.1-42.1.

As of May, 2021, the U.S. Food and Drug Administration has authorized the use of the
Pfizer vaccine for persons 12 years of age and older. Moderna has filed for authorization
for 12 years and older. As the COVID-19 vaccine manufacturers seek further approval for
minors, the Health Commissioner has the ability to modify the standing order.

4. Patient-specific prescription issued by a prescriber

Current law authorizes a pharmacist to administer any vaccine to any person pursuant to
a patient-specific prescription issued by a prescriber and directing the pharmacist to
administer such vaccine. This method may create challenges, requiring time and effort of
both the pharmacist and prescriber for each individual order.
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https://www.dhp.virginia.gov/Pharmacy/news/HHSVaccineAllowance11252020.pdf
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/content/uploads/sites/134/2021/04/COVID-Vaccine-Standing-Order.pdf
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/32.1-42.1/

